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In the name of the people of the 

United States of America, how much 
pleading do I need to do? As a member 
of the Homeland Security Committee 
believing in those innocent families 
who have come here to do nothing 
more than to work on behalf of their 
families and desire to be united, on be-
half of the mothers and fathers, Mr. 
Speaker, I ask that the Speaker put on 
the floor of the House a clean DHS bill 
so that we can vote now, now, now. 

f 

SERVING OUR NATION’S 
VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the 
Veterans Affairs Office of the Inspector 
General issued a report last Wednesday 
on their investigation into the nearly 
14,000 veteran benefits claims that were 
found in a filing cabinet in Oakland, 
California. 

Last year, these claims were brought 
to our attention by VA staff members, 
who have known about these claims for 
many years—despite their best efforts 
to raise awareness of the injustice in 
how these claims were being handled. 

In July 2014, the former Deputy 
Under Secretary of the VA for Field 
Operations testified before the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs that 
the 14,000 claims that were found in a 
file cabinet had been brokered so that 
they would receive attention by the 
VA’s highest performing offices. 

Just 2 weeks prior to that on a site 
visit to the Oakland VA, the regional 
and division management told me that 
these 14,000 claims basically never ex-
isted. As a matter of fact, they claim it 
was a story made up by disgruntled 
employees. 

The VA’s Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’s investigation confirmed the dis-
covery of 14,000 claims in a filing cabi-
net, confirmed that some of these 
claims dated back to the 1990s, con-
firmed that thousands of these claims 
had not been processed, and confirmed 
that the staff at the Oakland VA had 
not been directed to properly store 
these claims. 

Oakland VA’s management claimed 
after my visit that they then had dis-
covered 13,184 veteran benefit claims 
and 2,155 claims which required action 
or review. But during an onsite review, 
the Office of Inspector General could 
not confirm the existence of these 
claims due to the Oakland VA manage-
ment’s ‘‘poor recordkeeping practices.’’ 

How was the Oakland VA able to ar-
rive at such exact numbers without 
maintaining records that allowed the 
OIG to verify the existence of these 
claims? It just doesn’t make sense, and 
we have to get to the bottom of these 
numbers. The VA is required by law to 
respond to every initial claim they re-
ceive, to safeguard Federal records, and 
to protect private information of the 
veterans they work with. 

When the Oakland VA managers dis-
covered that 2,155 claims were more 
than several years old and required ac-
tion or review, a special projects team 
was formed to complete this urgent 
task. Members of this team have told 
my staff that many of those claims be-
longed to veterans who had passed 
away while waiting for benefits to be 
processed and that their families were 
never contacted. 

Inexplicably, the Office of Inspector 
General later discovered that 537 ini-
tial claims that had been marked by 
this special team as processed were 
never actually processed. Some of 
these claims were as old as June 2002, 
yet another troubling instance of the 
Oakland VA managers failing to pro-
vide the type of service northern Cali-
fornia’s veterans deserve. 

The VA Office of Inspector General 
viewed only 34 of these unprocessed 
claims, though for some reason they 
declined to select a random sample. In-
stead, the 34 claims were selected ‘‘ju-
diciously,’’ which didn’t make any 
sense. Of the 34 claims that were re-
viewed by the Inspector General’s of-
fice, seven still remain unprocessed. In 
fact, though, these claims had been re-
viewed several times from December 
2012 to June 2014 without any action 
being taken. In one instance, a veteran 
with PTSD was underpaid almost $3,000 
because his initial claim was not proc-
essed correctly. 

This type of dysfunction and com-
plete lack of oversight and account-
ability cannot continue in Oakland or 
at any VA regional offices across the 
country. 

Sadly, this report sheds very little 
light on who should be accountable for 
these failures and is incomplete. 

I am grateful the report was done and 
that the inspector general did delve 
into this issue at Oakland and many 
other offices, but the fact that no real 
conclusions were made on who is to be 
held accountable means much work re-
mains to be done. We must continue to 
search for these answers and work to 
make sure the VA regional offices are 
properly serving our veterans. 

I am also grateful, on the positive, 
for the many staff members of the 
VA—many, former veterans them-
selves—who care about this. They proc-
ess many of these claims and make 
sure veterans are served. But we see 
there are a lot of holes in the system, 
obviously, that are making many vet-
erans not have the confidence that 
they are going to be served, that they 
are going to get their claims processed, 
or indeed get health care if they need it 
later. 

Indeed, the tragedy we have is that 
anywhere from 12 to 22 veterans give 
up each day in this country and com-
mit suicide. Because they have no hope 
left of having the promise kept to them 
shows that we have much to do. 

So I am grateful for those VA staffers 
that come to us blowing the whistle on 
what is wrong with the system when 
they can’t get help from their manage-

ment to make things right. We ask 
them to please keep coming forward. 

Contact my office, contact my staff 
on what needs to be done to get the 
word out to help make this right, be-
cause we want the VA to function well. 
We want the employees to feel like 
they are part of a system that is serv-
ing veterans and to have a good rela-
tionship within their office, but also to 
ultimately serve what we need as tax-
payers and Americans that revere our 
veterans. 

f 

PASS A DHS FUNDING BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
here this morning as a member of the 
Appropriations Committee and its Sub-
committee on Homeland Security. Our 
subcommittee is responsible for setting 
and overseeing funding for the oper-
ations of the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

In 2 days, on February 27, astound-
ingly, funding for the Department of 
Homeland Security runs out because 
the Republican majority can’t agree on 
a bill due to their internal disagree-
ments on the immigration provisions 
which are contained in the same bill 
because it is in the same Department. 

Although a clean funding bill, H.R. 
861, could quickly be brought to this 
House floor for a vote to fund the en-
tire Department for the remainder of 
this fiscal year, Republicans have de-
faulted to the rightwing extremists in 
their own party and instead have cho-
sen to hold the security of our Nation 
hostage in order to contort the legisla-
tive process. 

They would defund the President’s 
immigration executive order merely 
because they want a partisan win more 
than they want to govern. What a trag-
edy. 

b 1015 

To quote an editorial from yester-
day’s Washington Post: ‘‘The fervor of 
Republican partisanship, especially in 
the House, is immune to logic beyond 
an insistence on victory at any cost.’’ 

This is a Republican Party that just 
a year and a half ago shut our Nation’s 
government down for 16 days, stopping 
critical services and doing significant 
harm to the U.S. economy; then, too, 
they seemed more interested in a polit-
ical win than responsible governance. 

Recall, their party also had the op-
portunity last Congress to bring a bi-
partisan comprehensive immigration 
bill to the floor for a vote but declined 
to act. They have chosen not to address 
a concern that an overwhelming num-
ber of Americans believe needs to be 
resolved. 

There are grave consequences for 
forcing the Department of Homeland 
Security into a shutdown. The Repub-
lican Congress would cripple the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency’s 
preparations for future disasters as 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:28 Feb 25, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K25FE7.002 H25FEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1121 February 25, 2015 
more than a fifth of personnel are fur-
loughed. 

The Republican Congress would end 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s training activities with local 
law enforcement for weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The Republican Congress would cut 
off pay to thousands of Department of 
Homeland Security employees who are 
personally tasked with protecting our 
homeland. 

The Republican Congress would stop 
research and development work on 
countermeasures to protect us against 
devastating biological threats, on nu-
clear detection equipment, and on 
cargo and passenger screening tech-
nologies. 

The Republican Congress would shut-
ter the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s Domestic Nuclear Detection Of-
fice, meaning there will be no alerts or 
coordination efforts with local law en-
forcement agencies if a nuclear event 
occurs. 

This is so utterly irresponsible. In an 
era of amplified global threats, brutal 
terrorist attacks throughout Europe, 
and escalating tension throughout the 
Middle East, to cut off funding for the 
Department tasked with ensuring our 
homeland security is safe and secure is 
truly dangerous. 

This sort of behavior throws sand 
into the gears of a great society, of a 
great country, the oldest Republic on 
the face of the Earth. The American 
people surely are looking for reassur-
ance that their government will offer 
them the security and dependability 
they expect. 

We have a responsibility to protect 
their security, even if it means we no 
longer can indulge in political 
brinksmanship. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a working bi-
partisan majority here in this House 
that holds the power to govern this Na-
tion. All it needs is the will. 

Let’s bring the clean Department of 
Homeland Security funding bill to the 
floor today. Let’s stop playing political 
games with the safety and security of 
the American people. 

We owe it to them to govern and to 
do the job we were elected to do. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 17 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Tierian Cash, National 

Chaplain for the American Legion, 

Longs, South Carolina, offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Almighty and everlasting God, in 
whose name we trust and pray, it is fit-
ting to pause, if but momentarily, to 
recognize You, the One in whom does 
finally reside all authority and power 
and by whose grace we are allowed to 
exercise that which You have com-
mitted to us. 

Accept our homage, O Lord, and hear 
us when we pray for wisdom to lead 
with integrity, compassion, and convic-
tion. 

We are mindful that around the 
world today our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, marines, and coastguardsmen are 
standing the watch to safeguard our 
peace and liberty. 

Grant to all who serve and their fam-
ilies Your blessings. 

Accept, O Lord, these prayers, and 
may we perceive and know what things 
to do and receive grace and power to 
fulfill what is expected of us. We com-
mit our best efforts and our Nation to 
Your keeping. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND TIERIAN 
‘‘RANDY’’ CASH 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MCHENRY) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, please 

join me in welcoming to the House of 

Representatives today our guest chap-
lain, my constituent and fellow resi-
dent of Lincoln County, North Caro-
lina, Reverend Randy Cash. 

A native North Carolinian, Reverend 
Cash was commissioned as a Navy 
chaplain in 1980. During his 26 years of 
Active Duty, Reverend Cash has done 
tours supporting both the Navy and 
Marines with time in Liberia, the 
Congo, and Albania and supporting Op-
erations Desert Shield, Desert Storm, 
and, most recently, Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. 

Additionally, Reverend Cash has 
served as deputy chaplain to the U.S. 
Marine Corps and multiple roles for the 
Naval Chaplaincy School, including 
commanding officer. 

Reverend Cash is visiting Washington 
this week for the 55th annual con-
ference of the American Legion, for 
which he currently serves as national 
chaplain for that fine organization. 

Please join me in welcoming Rev-
erend Cash to the House of Representa-
tives, and thank him for his years of 
dedicated service to our Nation, our 
Nation’s men and women in the mili-
tary, and our veterans. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). The Chair will entertain 
up to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

EDUCATION 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I believe in 
an opportunity society where hard 
work, education, innovation, and risk 
are rewarded and we empower individ-
uals, not government. 

Unfortunately, Washington’s broken 
reflex these days is: when in doubt, reg-
ulate. That type of thinking must 
cease if we are to reach this Nation’s 
full potential. One of the clearest ex-
amples of unnecessary and unsuccess-
ful Federal intervention is the law cur-
rently governing our K–12 education 
system. 

This week, the House will consider 
the Student Success Act, which em-
powers the people closest to students 
with the authority to make education 
choices in their respective States and 
communities. 

Local control always delivers pro-
grams and services more efficiently 
and effectively. By scaling back Wash-
ington’s one-size-fits-all micromanage-
ment of classrooms, this legislation 
takes positive steps toward ensuring 
local educators have the flexibility re-
quired to meet the diverse needs of 
their students. 

f 

FUNDING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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